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SUBJ: PORTHCOMING PRONOUNCEMENT ON LAND REFORM 

1. IT IS GENERALLY EXPECTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S LONG 
HERALDED BASIC DECISION ON LAND REPORM WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
WITHIN THE NEXT WEEK. THE NATURE OP THE DECISION IS 
LIKELY TO BE OP CRITICAL IMPORTANCE, AS IMPARTIAL 
OBSERVERS ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY PREDICT SOLID OPPOSITION 
PROM THE ETHIOPIAN PEASANTRY, OR CIVIL WAR, IP THE GOVERN- 
MENT ANNOUNCES THAT ALL AGRICULTURAL LAND HENCEFORTH 
BELONGS TO THE GOVERNMENT, WITH THE PEASANTRY PERMITTED 
USUFRUCT ONLY. ALMOST ALL REPORTS WE HAVE BEEN RECEIVING 

IN RECENT WEEKS CONTEND NEVERTHELESS THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S 
DECISION WILL BE THIS VERY RADICAL ONE. 

2. THE NEW ROMANIAN CHARGE D'APPAIRES TOLD ME THIS 
MORNING, HOWEVER, THAT THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR TOLD HIM 
YESTERDAY THAT THE PORTHCOMING GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
WILL NOT DISTURB THE PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OP LAND BY THE 
PEASANTS. WE BELIEVE HE IS MISTAKEN REGARDING THE EPMG'S PRESENT 
INTENTION, BUT WE STILL DO NOT RULE OUT A LAST MINUTE 
RETREAT PROM THE PRECIPICE. 
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